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| THE. ;-: 

"READER: 
HE only occaſion of Printing this 

following Diſcourle, is to vindicate My 
ſelf -and-ir, from the unchriſtian Calumaies 
and Refle&tions that are every day-caſt upon 
us: It was not my Deſign in Preaching of ir, 
nor is it ſo in Printing of-it, to exaſperate any 
Man, - but only to contribute what. I could 
cowards the ſuppreſſion of Vice and Immora- 
lity : And in purluance-of His Majeſty's Pro- 
clamarion, for preventing and puniſhing I»- 
morality and Profaneneſs, I concluded the belt 


means: of cffeCting ir, was-to reprove the. Re- 


K-22 miſeneſs 


The Prefece. 
miſineſs of Magiſtrates, and to excite them 
to a diligent Execution of the Laws againſt 
notorious Offenders. - And-this ]-was-ma: 
to do from no other principle, but an hearty 
Zeal for the Honour of G OD, and the In- 
tereſt of Religion ;\+ which arc very much di- 
miniſhed by the, bold and unreſtrained com- 
miſon of Wickedneſs i: © * @ 5 
Bur inſtead of.\the Succeſs'I intended and 
hoped for, it was condemned as a poggs! 
Reflection, and a very rude TT eatincnEpt the 
ſublime Dignity of ISIS: Pu a 
ſor: of Indigitarion, - to be ' preached giily 
before -one of /them. Now, 1 do fincerely 
proteſt, [had'no ſuch intentions, and ſhould 
have done'it as foon before a whole. Congree 
_m of chat Order ; and it may be with 
erer acceptance, . and lels hatred, than now 
I have met with. TE: have therefore ventured 
to'ſend'it abroad into the World, ro let: Men 
{ce how much I am wrong'd, and_.how: un. 
juitly I have ſuffer'd in my Reputation, upon 
the account of. it. I am conſcious enough 
of its'being unworthy 'of- an Impreſſion, _ 
® 


The Preface. 


of my own inability for ſuch a performance, 
and ſhould have gladly declined the Un- 
dertaking : but the perpetual inceflant Cla- 
mours that are riſen againſt us,- together with 
the terrible Threats, and falſe Reports that 
are given out, have conſtrained me to it; 
beſides which I know nothing could have 
prevailed with me to appear in publick : 
And all that I have to defer of the Reader, 
is, that he will vouchſafe it a candid Cenſure, 
and give ſome allowance for the Occaſion. 


Farewell, 


ACT'S xvin. © Ver. 1 


Ami-Gallio cared for none o rho 
' Things. 


| SH E Words arc a deſcription of che 
[+ - Carriage and Behaviour =p great Ma-» 
giſtrate towards the moſt intolerable Impu- | 
dence and Indignity that could be offered in 
his Preſence ; no leſs than ſtriking, and lay- 
ing violent Hands upon a Perſon in open 
Court; a Crime of ſo heinous and culpable a 
Nature, that ir is accounted Capital in ſome 
Courts, and would have been puniſhed with 
Death. Burt Gallio did not account it ſuch, 
nor ſhew ſo high a Reſentment of ir, and 
took as little notice of it, as tho' it bid been 
an innocent, or an indifferent Action: He 
cared for none of | theſe things. | 

B Indeed 


(2) 

Indeed itis a matter of great Conſequence 
in all Governments to wake choice of ſuch 
Magiſtrates as are impartial and couragious, 
ative and reſolute in the execution of their 
Office ; and will ſpare neither Friend nor Foe, 
where-ever they = 24th the Laws' to be vio- 
lated, or any Inſolencics or Outrages commit- 
ted. This would be a means to ſuppreſs the 
preſent Diſorders, and to prevent the like au- 
dacious and rude Attempts for the furnre. 
This indeed is the original deſign off Magi- 
ſkracy and Government, to reſtrain Men from 
doing Evil and Miſchict, and to keep them 
. in Peace and good Order; and as. often' as 
any {hall rranfgreſs and deviate from theſe 
Rules, to affign them a condign Puniſhment, 
| according to the demerit of their Offences. 
And if this Method were duly obſerved, the 
World would not have thar'cauſe to- cry our of 
Rapine,  Extortion, Opprefſion, Fraud and 
Injuſtice, that now it hath: the Rich would 
nor grind che Faces of the Poor, nor the Poor 
have cauſe to complain of the Oppreſſion' of 
the Rich ; Superiors would not tyrannize over 


their 


t3) 

their Tafcriors,” nox Inferiors:naurmur and xc+ 
bel againſt their Superiors. | Vicewould .not 
be lo bold and bare-faced, nor Prophanenels 
fo common and reputable, but Peace and H6- 
linefs would go hand in hand, 'and a univer- 
ſal Piety and Juſtice would overſpread the Face 
of the whole Earth, and Righteouſneſs would 
run down our vtreets as a mighty Stream. _ 
| It is generally eſteemed a great Honour to 
be a Member of thoſe that make Laws; I am 
{ure it is a much greater to be one of thole that 
pur them in execution: For, tg what purpoſe 
are they made, if they are never executed ? 
Bur 'tis much to be feared, there are too ma- 
ny which are inveſted with this Power, are of 
the ſame Temper and Diſpoſition with Gallo, . 
They care not for theſe things: Altho the 

greateſt [ndecencies and Diſorders are perpe- 
trated in their Preſence, and to the very Face 
of them. The Apoſtle tells us that the Ma- 
giſtrates Power was given them for this purs 
pole, To be @ terror to thoſe that do evil, and 
an encouragement to thoſe that do well, Rom. 


13.3. And he ſuppoſerh the Sword to be 
B-2: - -- -- Wore 
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born in vain, when che Magiſtrate is not the 
Minilter of God in this reſpe&, A revenger, 

fo execute wrath upon him that doth evil. 
And what a Bleſſing would it be to this 
Nation, if all our Magiſtrates would reſolve 
upon this Courſe, A in conformity to the 
Apoſtle's Rule; and be magnanimous and 
fearleſs in the execution of their Office in ſuch 
a manner as he here directs. Bur inſtead of 
that, may we not juſtly complain of a Cold- 
nels and Indifferency,Remiſsneſs and Negle&, 
ia taking cognizance of,or Puniſhing Offences ; 
and altho' they are many times Eye-witneſles 
and Far-witneſles to the-fouleſt Vices and the 
greateſt Lewdneſs and Prophaneneſs, yet will 
they for all that, paſs by ſuch Actions, and 
ſhew as little reſentment of them, as the great 
Man did in the Text, who would not be of- 
fended, altho' there could not be a greater oc- 
cafton given, then for Men to revenge them- 
ſelves with their own Hands, and to offer Yi- 
olence to a Perſon in the Court of Judicature, 
2nd in the fight of the Judge. And yet we 
read of iome that did fo, for the Greeks took 
Softhenes, 


(5) 
Soſthenes, ' the-chief Ruler of the'Sv 
h oo beat him before the Judgm enelex "And 
Gallio cared for none of theſe Fn 
In diſcorr{ing on which Words, 1 {hall do 
theſe three ings 3 


L [ ſhall trear of then particularly, and as 
they relate to Gallio. 


L ſhall conk Jer TRENT in Fn PC they 


concern the whole Order © Magiſtra: es. 


18. 1 will thee what uſe and improvement 
may be made : of: them : And of theſe 
ſeverally./' 7704) 5 


::0hd Get ler us PIR them in their 
partcalar concern, as they. relate to Galio, 
who is'fſaid here to care for none- of theſe 
things; wherein we may inform our ſelves, 
1, Who this Gallio was ; a chief Maoifcrate. 
:dly, -Whar was the Crime. objected "2gainle 
_ hm; Neglect and Remiſsnels in; the-executi- 
on of his Cfhce; he cared not for it. 3dly, 

Wherein 


(65) 
Wherein - the peccancy "and | culpablencls of 
his. Crime conhiſted}; be was careleſs in theſe 
things, (i.'e.) in things of the greateſt Mo- 
menet and Importance. | 


1. As to the Perſon here ſpokenof , Gallio, 
he'was a chict Magiſtrate, no leſs than Pro+ 
conſul of Achaia; viz. the Lord-Depury of 
that Province, under Claudirys Ceſar the Em- 
pou of Rome. | This Gallia was 'a Roman 

y Birth, and! of a noble. Extraction; he 
was the great Seneca'selder Brother,and a Man 
of great Enninency and Note in his time, 0- 
therwiſe he could nor. beific to-manage-ſuch a 
difficult Poſt as the Government of Achaia was, 
a Country very full of Factions and Diviſt- 
ons, and the People of: it very ſcubborn and 
headſrrong ; and-where. they could riot pre- 
vail: by Law, and obtain their Purpoſes: by 
Juſtice, they would-tuifil-chema by Force and 
Violence ; as appears by .their beating a Man 
in the preſence of their Governaur ; a very 
rude and unmannerly Aion. 


2. But 


(7) 


2. But yer it; did not move Gallo in the 
leaſt, heipals'd it by, and took Jittle or no No- 
tice of ir, or at leaſt, would not ſeem to do 
fo ; he would not concern himſelf | on eicher 
ſide, but. as they-quarrelled, ſo. they might 
agree. again for him.; it was all one to him 
whiether they were Friends or Foes, ſo long as 
they were Loyal and Obcdient to: Ceſar. - Bur 
however, this is cenſured by all Interpreters | 
25.2 great Fault, imhim, and taken as a parti- 
cular Remark; faſtned: on him. by the Spirit of 
God, and adjudged thereby, a .carelels Ma- 
giſtrate, anda, very ill Man, . becauſe he cared 
not for theſe things ; but etherwilc,' of a, very 

od Temper and Diſpoſition; for he is ſriled 
y the Poct, Daulcem Gallunem, which imports 
no leſs. But whatever, the Nature of. the Acti-' 
on was, he thought it would. be.no. Policy in 
him: to-take either part; and ſo far he wasfafe, 
for then he. was aflured he ſhould difoblige 
neither fide ; bur all this procceded from a 
cowardly and:;pulillanimous fpiritin him; for 
being newly centred upon his Government, 

pro- 


EE3 
probably he might be afraid of the Rabble. 
He knew not bite che Jews,” hid he*favorired 
St. Panls  Ciufe! might have accuſed him'ss 
no Friend of Ceſar s: . And *tis moſt likely 
the Greeks, had he- reſcued! Softhenes our: of 
their Hatds might 4 in'thar" boiſtrous Humor 
have ſerved bim in' the ſarieikind. "Therefore 
he concludcd it the faftf; vay to' Pals-1 by; 
that ſo: he might eſcape their Fiiry, - Ln lave 
hinelf in a'wholeskin 92 © 4 219 en 
This was "the HiſnSei&f'i "out"; great” Miagi- 
ſirwe here in the Text; he itt hot What Vi- 
olences, and Qutrages- "there were committed ; 
nor undoubredly,-'if- Murtherit: ſelf had enſu? 
ed, wonld-nor have been mich! coricerned, 
provided he could keep himſelf out of Harms 
way. Burthis Behaviour of his is ſo far from 
being commendable, or indecd juſtifiable, 
that ic is very crinnous and blamable, and 
Ceſerves to be branded with the ignominious 
Character of Cowardize and PRETTY: | 


2. Bur thar which heightens his Crime, and 
makes it the more culpable yer,” is' that he was 


of 


69.) 


of the ſame temper in all things, in 'every 
Complaint that came before him, and thoſe 
of the greateſt moment and importance ; ſuch 
as Controverſies about Religion, as this is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to be: If he had been remils 
and indifterent in one particular caſe only, and 
that too but a ſmail and inconliderable mat- 
ter, the Crime had not been ſo great ; bur he 
cared for none of theſe things, ſmall nor great: 
he wouid not concern nimfall in any of them. 
Now by this general neglect and remilsnels 
of his, he did bur encourage and enbolden 
them to do the like again, and to be the more 
inſolent and irrefiſtible for the future ; had he 
put the Laws in execution, and puniſhed them 
as ſoon as they had offended, they would have 
been under ſome terrour and dread of com- 
mitting the like, or "" other offence again ; 
whereas the impunity of one Crime is not oniy 
taken for a toleration of that, bur is allo a 
temptation to another. And this was the 
fault with which Gatlin was jultty charged ; 
he neglected the doing Juſtice upon one ſort 
of Ottenders, and preſenely he is diſturbed 
C 


wit 


(10) | 
with the inſolencies and clamours of another ; 
had he puniſhed the Fews for their Inſurre- 
Etion, the Greeks would never have fallen up- 
on a Perſon in ſuch a violent rmranner, and 
beaten him in his preſence. 7 

You have heard what this Galltoman tem- 
per and difpoſition was, and wherein the cri- 
minalneſs of it lay ; which was the firſt thing 
undertaken to be ſhewn. And I think what 
1s here alledged againſt this Magiſtrate in par-. 
ticular, may with as great a truth be allerted 
of the generality of that Office : they are too 
careleſs and remiſs in the execution of their 


Authority, and are worthy of as great blame _ 


as Gallto, or any other of that Order : they 


care but little for theſe things;. if they did, Sin . 


would not ſo much abound. 

21y. For the negle@ of doing Juſtice upon 
Offenders, is one of the principal caules of 
that deluge of Vice and Immorality, which 
at this time overflows the World. And this 
is the general Propoſition deduceable from 
theſe Words, and the ſecond Point we are to 


ſpeak to. 
And 


OR 
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And to confirm what is here aſſerted, I 
need go no farther than Experience ; I lay 
Daily Experience is a ſufficient Proof to this 
Purpoſe : But I ſhall not content my ſelf with 
this only, bur ſhall affign you a Scriptural 
one; which is that of the old Eli, who we 
are told 1 Sam. 4. 18. had been Judge of 1/- 
rael forty Years; and behaved himſelf un- 
doubtedly very well in the Office; for we 
hear no ill character fix'd upon him, but only 
roo much gentleneſs and lenity, in the execu- 
tion of his Office : but we find this was a juſt 
caule of incenſing the divine diſpleaſure againſt 
him, and of God's denouncing ſuch heavy 
Judgments againſt his Family. Nay the old 
Man, as ſoon as the Complaint came to his 
Eats of the profane and dillolute lives of his 
Sons, he took particular notice of it, and im- 
mediately reprov'd them for it, ſaying unto 
them, Why do ye ſuch things ? for 1 hear of 
your evil doings by all this People: Nay, my 
Sons, it 6 no g:04 report that I hear ; for ye 
make the old People to tranſgreſs. The good 


old Man ſeem'd to be heartily forry and 
C2 LrOu> 
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troubled for his Sons follies, but this did not 
anſwer God's end : And he was offended with 
him for this reaſon, becauſe his Sons made them- 
ſelves vile,- and he reſtrained them not, God 
expects more than mere words, and bare re- 
proofs; efpecially where his Honour, and thac 
of Religion are ſo much concerned. For when 
Profaneneſs, and Looſencſs, and Irreligion 
crepr in amono them, and grew too hard for 


tie Government, God threatens to do luch a_ 


thing in 1ſrael, at which both the Ears of every 
one that hea-eth ir ſhall tingle, 1 Sam.3.11. 
Now the principal Reaſon why God enter- 
tained ſuch an indignation, and denounced 
this heavy judgment againſt the Houſe of El:, 
w2sS ; thole Crimes his Sons were auilry 
of, were of a very contagious nature , and 
mighr infe&t others, as well as chemlelyes : : 
and by not reſtraining them, the whole land 
would joon be overrun with profanencls and de- 
b uuchery. So that ir was not Eli's perſonal mi(- 
curriages thar God thought himſelf ſo diſho- 
nored by him : ; but for want of raking dae care 
for the ſuppreſſion of Lewdneſs and Immora- 


lity 
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Itty in others. And this ſhews us the true 


way how every Magiſtrate may beſc ſerve God 
In his Station, acquire the applauſe of being; 
an Honour to God and his Profeſſion , and 
beſt an{wer the end of his Function; which is by 
giving all due encouragement to Religion and 
Vertue ; and by a diligent application of the 
moſt eff Teeuald means for luppreſſing [rreligion, 
and Profaneaeſs. 

This indeed is a great and nobie Deſign, 
worthy of the greatelt Minds; and an Em- 
ployment fi Gae7 Perſons of the moſt celebrated 
Valour and Courage; and no way proper 
for Men of daſtardly and efferainate Spir'ts : 
For it muſt be acknowledged to be a work of 
{ome difhculty, to do this effectually. Ir be- 
ing much calle r to {ſubdue the Bocies, than 
ds Paſſions of Men : For many are ſo welded 
to their Luſts, thar they account it as bad as 
Death to be ſeparated from them ; and would 
rather mortify their Bodies in the Literal ſenſe, 
than to be depriv'd of their beloved Sin, For 
do we not daily ſce that Mcn will forgo Ho- 
nour, Repuration, Intereſt, Heaith, and the 

Ropes 
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hopes of Heaven, rather rhan thoſe Vices they 
have been accuſtomed to the practice of? Ir 
is in vain then ro imagine, that the mere fears 
of the Execution of Haman Laws ſhould pre- 
ſently rettrain thoſe, whom no fear of Hell 
or Damnation, could hitherto reform ? How- 
cver there may, no donbr, be a means found 
out how this bleſſed Deſign may be pertzcted ; 
how Vice may be brought into Diſgrace, and 
Vercue become genteel and faſhionabie: And 
there cannot be betrer expedient, than good 
Examples; eſpecially of thoſe who are Men 
of Fortune and Grandeur: Let ſuch as theſe 
ſer the Example, and there is no fear but they 
will ſoon be followed. For Vertue is as at- 


tractive as Vice, when it is recommended by 


tne practice of Men of Riches and Authority : 
for whatever a Great Man practices, be it 
g90d or evil, it is mighty influential, and lel- 
dom fails of ſucceſs: For, for the moſt parr, 
(I know not how) it ſtrikes Mens Eyes, and 
charms their Hearrs and Aﬀections into a Love 
fhric, and then into an Imitacion of it. 


But 
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But how powerful and \ efficacious ſoever 
great mens Examples may be to this purpoſe, 
yet this of it ſelf will not do with all; for 
meer Examples, altho' of excellent uſe ro men 
of ingenious minds, yet to others, they are 
not 4 but are likened to Mercury-polts 
which ſtand in the Road and point to the right, 
but men will go which way they pleaſe not- 
withſtanding, 

Butif Examples will not do, ſurely Laws 
will; and it cannot be denied but that we have 
excellent Laws againft Vice and Debauchery, 
and there is as great an Encouragement for the 
Exccution of them as was ever known in any 
Reign. Bur yet there is a juſt Complaint of a 
mighty Deluge of all ſorts of Wickedneſs ſtil] 
among us ; Are not Drunkenneſs, and Unclean- 
neſs, Unrighteouſneſs, and Oppreſſion, Propha- 
nation of the Lord's day, and Contempt of Re- 
Iigion, as common Vices now as ever? And 
don't we hear as horrid Oathsand tremendous 
Curſes, and as great a Plenty of them, as we 
heard before thar excellent A&t was made for 


the ſuppreſſing of theſe Vices? Nay, How 


few 
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few of thoſe whoſe Concern it is'toſce it done 
are lo hearty and zealous in' puniſhing of 
them as they are required to be? And what 
(ſhould be the reaſon that there is no abate- 
menr of it all this while, eſpecially at a time 
when Gratitude, if nor our holy Profefſion, 
ſhould oblige us to 3 Reformation ? © W try. 
it is caſte to reſolve all into the Corruption of 
human Nature ; men are degenerated from 
the Vertues of their Anceltors,and are become 
teral and brutiſh: bur this is a general An- 
ww which ſerves for all Times and Pl; aces, 
nd may not be lo peculiarto the preſent, but 
| Nat align one as much more probable and 
l:kely; which is, that the bad Examples of 
thoſe who ought to reform others, bring Vice 
into faſhion, and do _— propagate and 
encreale the Pract: ce of it. It 1s tol:rtle pur- 
pole therefore to talk of Laws, Religion, or 
Reformation, unleſs there be a Power made 
uſe of to reſtrai» the Vices, alterthe Cuſtoms, 
and change the Lives of Men. 


T here- 


LOSER), 2 EE 
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.. Therefore to Examples and Laws the Ma- 
giſtrate's Power muſt be added, which was 
originally ordained for this end; that 1s, to 
be beth a Terror to thoſe that do Evil, as well 
as. an Encouragement to thoſe that do well. 
And then the Apoſtle ſuppoſeth the Sword is 
not bore in vain, when the Magiſtrate is the 
Miniſter of God in this reſpe& ; @ revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil. But if 
they ſuffer this bold Commiſſion of Sin to 
pals without Correction, it will ere long pull 
down the Vengeance of God upon the King- 
dom, and” caule him to rain Fire and Brim- 
{tone upon it, 'as he did upon Sodom and Co- 
morrha, till it be conſum'd : And if it ſhould 
happen that this or any other terrible judg- 
ment ſhould be our fate, where can we lay 
the blame 2 Will it not lay at the door of 
the Magiſtrates and Officers of Juſtice ; be- 
cauſe they might, but would nor redreſs theſe 
Impieties. For it has always been an allow d 
Maxim, "That he who did not forbid Sin, 
when it was in his power, does in effe&t com- 
mand ir. And he that doch not puniſh it, 
D when 
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when it is in his power, encourages and | _- 
holds it. 

' Bui the great evil and miſchief of the Ma- 
6iſtrare's Neglect, in doing juſtice upon no- 
torious Offenders, \will more fully appear from 
cheſe following Conſiderations ; - becauſe God 
is thereby diſhonoured, Religion diſparaged, 
the Government weakened, Authority diſpisd, 
and Atheifii increas'd. 


1, Firſt, i fiy God is thereby diſhononred ; 
when Vice and immorality are countenanced, 
and tolerated in a Nation : or, which is all one, 
v/hen they 'are connivd at, and uncorreced ; 


Men will be apt to judge irreverenty of God, 
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and fay, That if he do not take complacency | 


and delight in fuch/actions, yet he is nor ver 
highly provoked and offended with them. For. 


1t he was, he would either ſhower down an 


immediare Vengeance upon the actors, as he 


did upon Hophni and Phineas, who for their | 


Immorality and Lewdneſs, were taken off both | 
in one day : Or elle, he would denounce an 
heavy judgment againſt thoſe, who had it in | 


their + 
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their power ;to reſtrain ſuch Jadignities; and 
affronts to the Divine honour, and yer were 
ſa negligent as to over-look them; as he did 
to old Fl; and his Houle, ſo as utterly to can- 
cel and extinguiſh it. « - | 

"Should Pagans 2nd Infidels obſerve the de- 
baucheries 'of Chriſtians, and how they eſcape 
without puniſhment, they would be apt to en- 
tertain meant and unworthy notions of the 
Deity whom we. worſhip ; :that he is an _im+ 
pure or careleſs Being, and unconcerned for 
his Honour ; otherwiſe he would never ſuffer 
{uch intolerable Abuſes againſt his Divine and 
Sacred Perfon. Holineſs and Purity are moſt 
ellential to GOD; herein does his Image 
chicfly conſiſt, and whoever acts in conformity 
to theſe Vertues, bears the neareſt reſemblance 
to his Heavenly Father, and may (in ſome_ 


ſenſe) be ſaid to dignify and illuſtrate the Dezty 


whom he adores. And it is ſo accounted even 


by GOD himſelf, who takes it as an Honour 


done unto Him; and has promis'd to compen- 
fate ſuch ſervices with Honour, Thoſe that ho- 


nour me, 1 will banour with God, (i, c.) Thoſe 
D-2 who' 
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who by Hlineſs of Life and purity of Man- 
ners, do profels to believe in me, ſuch as theſe 
I would choofe for my Yoraries ; for they are 
an Ornament to the Religion they profeſs, 
and a credit to the Numen they adore : Bur 
they that defpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſtecm'd, 
(1. e.) ſuch as profeſs to know Co D, bur in 
their works deny him ; who own a GOD, and 
yet live as if there were none «who give them- 
ſelves up to a profane and irreligious temper 
of Mind, and let looſe the reins to all ſorts 
of wickedneſs in their Lives, ſuch as the Sons 
of Eli were, who are faid to be the Sons of 
Belial ; that lived without yoke or reſtraint, 
who knew not the Lord, Tis true, GOD 
cannot be deſpis'd for his glorious Perfetions ; 
yet his Authority may be diſpisd, when Men ' 
preſumpriouſly break his Laws, and do not 
regard what he hath commanded or forbidden 
them. And ſeeing he hath appointed an Or- 
| der of Men for this purpole, ro ſee his Com- 
mands executed, to puniſh Vice, and reward 
Vertue ; he accounts it as a great affront done 
him, if they neglect it. 


2ly. 


(-21)) 
ly, And as GOD -1s: highly diſho- - 
noured, by fuch 2 finful' Neglect, fo is Reli- 
gion no lefs diſparaged and contemned.. Some 
will be apt to take it for, a cheat and impoſture, 
and ſay, Ir is impoſed upon Men for Secular 
and Politick ends, and no way conducive to 
the Honour of G O D, ot the benefic of Souls. 
Whereas if the Magiſtrate did - profels an aw 
and veneration for it, and. a& in: conformity 
to his-Profeflion ; then moſt Men, eſpecially 
fuch as are dependent on -him, would be 
brought by his Authoricy, or won by his Ex- 
| ample, into a love and liking of it. But when 
; Magiſtrates are careleſs and indifferent them- 
ſelves, 'it makes others ſo too ; and renders 
Religion as a mean and contemptible thing : 
When thoſe whoſe main Duty it is to look afy 
ter it, who are conſtituted Guardians and De- 
fenders of it, do ſlight-and neglect it, and will 
not concern themiſelycs in relitaming Immo- 
_ rality and Profaneneſs, the great blemiſhes of 
Religion; then will Men be apt to flight and ri- 
dicule it, and account it a thing of indiffereacy 
whether they are ſubſervient to ut, or no. * 


3.y. 
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2ly. But this is\ nor all ; -their/\ Con- 
tempt does not my here; they will at Faſt-der 
ſpile Authority it ſelf : What an inſignificane 
thing is Power and Superiority , if tt be not 
employed - ro the uſes for which it was or- 
dained? And where it is not duly executed, 
ic will at length be ſligheed and: defpiled t - Ir 
is a true Saying, T'oo much/Familiarity breeds 
Contempt; bur never moreitrue than 1n re- 
ſpect of Magiſtracy and Miniſtry 5 a toe great 
Freedom: and ' Familiariry of Converſatian, 
does very much depreciate and degrate theſe 
ſubblime and honourable Functions,and makes 
them diſeſteemed and negle&ed : whereas 
trangeneſs and Diſtance, will create a reve- 
rential Aw and Deference in all accefles to 
them, and preſerve that Honour and Dignity, 

which is juſtly owing to their Character. 
4ly. Another evil Conſequence of Care- 
lefSneſs and * Remiſineſ$ in the Magiſtracy, is, 
becauſe the Government 1s -very much weak- 
ned, and made impotent thereby. The Sins 
of a Nation do naturaly tend the weakneſs 


and diſhonour'ot it: Protaneneſs, Debauchery, 
and 
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and Vice,ate not only the reproach of a People, 
but they are the readieſt means'to deſtroy it : 
who can deny that Luxury, Debauchery, and 
all ſorts of Intemperance, not ' only fink the 
Reputation of a People ; but alſo ſoftens and 
cffeminares them, . and makes them careleſs, 
idle and regardlels of any thing , bur whar 
conduces to Eaſe and Voluptuouſneſs. In all 
probability; ſuch a Nation-cannot ſtand long ; 
eſpecially if it chance to be encountred by an- 


other of more: Wiſdom, Courage and Reſo- 


tion, it will ſoon be. overcome by it. So thar 
it is 'plain, that ſuch Sins as theſe have a na- 
tural efficacy in them of- weakening, the Power 
and Intereft of a Kingdom. © Bur there are 
other Sins, ſuch as Profanenels, Contempt of 
GOD and Religion, common win Hy- 
pocriſy,. Lying, fc. are the:moral cauſes of a 
Nacion's Ruin; and when:the 'meaſure of the 
People's Iniquity is filled-wp, rit, will- accord- 
ingly ſucceed with them ; as: 1t' did with, the 
Jews, who: are now a Lo-amm, that-is,'no 
more a People. EI OV 


5ly. 
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,* | ly, The fifth and laſt evil: Confequence 
of Remifsneſs'in the Magiſtracy, is, 'that Sin 
1s thereby increaſed and propagated ; he «that 
does not dread the power of a Magiſtrate, will 
make bur little conlcience of his Actions; but 
indulge himſelf-m his Lewdneſs with all ima- 
ginable' freedom and' licentiouſneſs, and- tuffer 
nothing to reſtrain him, till he has gone thro' - 
all the clafles of Impiety, and is become a grear 
proficient in it :- and having drown'd his Senſes 
and his Reaſon, he is ar laſt rempred to ſay 
with the fool in the Pſalm, There us no God. 
And the Conſequence of that, is to be corrupt 
_ and abominable, or to commit all Uncleans 
neſs with greedineſs, in the Apoſtle's phraſe. 
This is the pernicious effe&t of Sin, if ic be not 
timely reſtrained and prevented : Ir is of fo 
contagious and ſpreading a nature, that ir pre- 
ſently infets the whole Neighbourhood, dif- 
fuſes it ſelf from Ciry ro Country, and at laſt 
becomes Epidemical. 

Theſe are ſome-of the miſchievous Effects 
of Remiſineſs in the Magiſtracy ; by which ir 
evidently appears to be moſt true, what was 


allerted 


{( 225 )) 
afſerted inthe: general Propoſition, Thar the 
Neglec&trof doing Juſtice :upon! Offenders, is 
one of the principal cauſes of that deluge of 
Vice and Immorality, which at this time over- 
flows the)World; © AIC). 7 


-- 
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.' Now'the Application is as follows : If this 
then be the Cauſe of moſt of the Sin and Im- 
Piety-char.abounds. in the: World, ir:dogs: cer- 
rainly then; very much <oncern all the, Magi- 
Rates, ! and' Officers! of - Juſtice; among us-in 
this 'Kingdom,; to uſe. all due care to prevent 
the growth and increaſe of Atheiſm; and Pro- 
faneneſs.' - T;et: cher ; abandon that - Popular 
and> lukewarm 'Temptr { which: has been the 
cauſe' of ſo much miſchief, both to Church 
and State,:for the future, -and be more active 
and diligent: in-their Office 3 eſpecially where 
the Glory of :G QD, - and ; the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion are truck at : they ſhould bluſh to be 
found ' remiſs - and negligent in Executing the 
Laws, upon willful and notorious. Offenders. 
To do fo, is an argument they are too much 
in.Jleve with Sin themſelves ; - otherwiſe they 
FE, would 
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would be more careful to. puniſh it iniothers. 
I wiſh I could lift up my Voice, and ſpeak 
loud enough to awaken every one of them, and 
perſwade them to be diligent | and vigilance iu 
their Office; to chaſtiſe all publick Offenders, 
and do Juſtice ſtrictly upon thoſe who diſho- 
nour GOD, and are a ſcandal ro'Rebgion. 


Stir up your ſelves, and be zealous for your. 


GOD, as the Scripture ſpeaks. . Let hot: 
Drunkards, the Blaſpheiners, the profanets' 
the Lord's-day,. wlio deſpiſe his Worſhip and 
Service, 'go unpuniſhed.. Be juſt and impate 
tial in all your Cortections, ſpare neither Rey 
lative, nor Dependent; :lct your Indignatton 
be extended againſt Sin m general, and/as often 
as you hind it perpetrated, be ſure to-puniſh 
it. Diſcountenance Make-bates, and fowers 
of Diſcord among Brethren : reprove;the Pro- 
fane and Common-ſwearer, and lay che Pt> 
nalty as often as you find him co offend. Itt 
a word, let the feverity of. che Law: be. exe» 
.cuted againſt all open Wickednels, ' - 
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'- And this indeed - would be the moſt effe- - 
&ual way, to-produce a Reformation through- 
out the whole Kingdom. This would be the 
readieſt way to make us an happy People. For 
tho there might ſtill be a great many fins com- 
mitted amongſt us,in ſecrecy and under covert ; 
yet they would not be National Sins, nor be 
imputed te us as a publick Guilt ; but every 
Man ſhould bear his own Iniquiry. Whereas 
without ſuch a Reformation as this, or an 
hearty and an honeſt Endeavour after it, all our 
Pretences to Religion, will ſerve only as ſo 
many marks of our Inſincerity, and of the 
mean Opinion we have of GOD; as if he 
would be moved with ſuch Services, wherein 
we preſent Him only the form and ſurface, 
and negle& the weightier concern of doing 
Juſtice, ſhewing Mercy, and walking humbly 
before Him. There cannot be a greater dil- 
honour done to His Divine Majeſty, than to 
be unconcerned at the great Scandal that is 
calt upon Religion, by a bold and publick 
Profaneneſs, and to ſuffer it to eſcape with- 


out check or puniſhment. 
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Ir will be to! no'putpoſe for Miniſters, to 
decry Vice in their Sermons, nor; to divert from 
it in their Lives, if the Magiſtrate's Aatho- 
rity do not ſecond their Endeavours ; for ler 
them do the one never ſo powerfully, and 
the other never ſo regularly, yer it will be 
all in vain, without the concurrence of the 
Magiſtrate's Sword, to terrify and reſtrain 
them trom -Vice, ind over=-awe and _—_ 
them to Obedience. 7: 


And this is no private conjecture, or 
groundlefs ſurmiſe ; bur the wiſdom of the 
Nation has concluded this to: be the moſt ef- 
fectual means of ſuppreſiing that flood of 
Sin and Impiety, . that at this. time over- 
tpreads the Kingdom 3 and have rightly ad- 
judged the cauſe of it to be want of Care 
and Diligence in the Magiſtrate, of _ the 
Laws in execution. 


Az you would therefore anſwer - the great 
Ends F your ſublime Order, omit no Op- 
portunicy of doing all that is conduceable 

there- 


TY Iv 


(29) _ 
thereunto-2 uſe. youp''ytmoſt:-Power to 'pro- 
mote the Honour 'of -GO.D,: and the Inte- 
reſt of' Religion : And this cannot be better 
done, than by diſcountenancing all tewd and 
vicious Perſons, and encouraging the Vet- 
ttious and Good. And above all;be moſt care- 
{ul-to avoid all the kinds, nay,. and the very 
appearance of evil in your Lives and;Adtions: 
Conſider the Dignity, of your: CharaRter ; the 
Scripture, calls you Gods ; and ſure:to anſwer 
that Chara&er your muſt not only- refrain 
your ſelves from all Wickednels in general, 
but allo be. eminent and exemplary.n all holy 
Converſation and Godlineſls. Let your -Light 
ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 
good works, ani glory your Father which is 
in Heaven. And let us conſtantly pray, 
as our Church direQs in that pertinene branch 
of her Litany, * That G OD would be pleas'd 
*ro bleſs and keep the Magiſtrates, giving 
*them Grace to execute Juſtice, and to main- 
*tain Truth. 
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(9) © 
And to cloſe up all; lee mie exhort-acid 


beſeech you, in the: words of Se; Paul, Thar - 


every one that nemeth the Name of CHRIST, 
world "depart from Iniquity: 'As we expect 
the Bleffing of Heaven upon us, and wiſh the 
Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, and that rhe 
youe work of Reformation may go ſuccelſs- 
fully on ; ler us every one in our ſeveral Con- 
ditions, Stations and Places, fer our felves fe- 
rioufly againſt Vice and Wickedneſs, and la- 
bour to root it out. For not only our Tem- 

al, - but our Erernal Intereſt is depending 
on it: Which GOD give us all Grace to 
do, Oe. 
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